
Nurturing her soul, intellect, heart, and
imagination.

Welcome
to our Virtual
Open House!



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn not just for school, but for life.  
 

Please find enclosed some highlights of Ursuline’s various departments. Complete course 
offerings can be found in the Curriculum Guide, which is available on Ursuline’s website: 

www.ursulineacademy.org/academics and more detailed information about each department 
can be found on their Virtual Open House page:  

www.ursulineacademy.org/admissions/virtual-open-house  

Ursuline students have the opportunity to fashion a course of study from required and elective 
subject offerings. Through the modular schedule, students can be flexible in planning required 

and elective courses. Advanced Placement courses offer each student the opportunity to further 
challenge herself academically. At Ursuline, in addition to preparing students for college work in 
a safe environment, AP classes give students the opportunity to discover passions and strengths 

earlier in their academic careers. 

With over 75% of Ursuline’s faculty holding doctoral or masters degrees, students receive the 
most comprehensive and thorough tools for academic excellence possible. The 12:1 student to 

faculty ratio makes individual attention a key component of an Ursuline education. 

We hope you enjoy exploring all that Ursuline has to offer throughout this virtual open house.  

 

“May God give you knowledge and capacity.” 

-St. Angela Merici 

http://www.ursulineacademy.org/academics
http://www.ursulineacademy.org/admissions/virtual-open-house
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Community Ministries  
 

The Community Ministries Department consists of the Campus Minister, Community Service Coordinator and Director 
of Diversity and Inclusion. The Department works collaboratively to provide our students as well as our faculty and 

staff spiritual growth opportunities rooted in our mission and inspired by Gospel values.  Community Ministries is one 
of the ways Ursuline Academy nurtures the heart, soul, intellect and imagination of each student. 

 
Campus Ministry: Campus Ministry within the Ursuline community is a collaborative effort to create an 
environment permeated with Gospel values. This spirit is fostered through every activity of the school 
community; be it academic, athletic, social, or spiritual. All members of Ursuline Academy are invited and 
encouraged to discover and live an active relationship with God. We support each other in this mission by 
our prayers and actions so that we are enriched individually and as a learning community. 

Campus Ministry Programming includes: Morning Prayer, All-School Masses & Prayer Services, 
Reconciliation Services, and a Four-Year Retreat Program. 
 
Community Service:  Service is a core value at Ursuline Academy.  We do not require our students to 
participate in Community Service; however, our program variety results in most students participating in 
some capacity.  We make it easy for students to share their gifts with others in a variety of ways and 
during different times throughout the week.  Our entire program is led by students, resulting in natural 
ownership and excitement for the projects we offer.   
 
Programming includes:  Onsite service projects, offsite service projects, weekend opportunities, Days of 
Service, school wide collections and fundraising events, opportunities during the school day, class specific 
service projects, mission trips, and more. 
 
Diversity & Inclusion:  As our School Philosophy states, “Ursuline welcomes diversity and fosters 
community in an atmosphere of mutual respect.”  Each young woman brings her own gifts, talents and 
life experiences that she is then empowered to share to foster understanding.  Diversity and Inclusion 
programs help each student to discover her gifts and passions.  Students build a sisterhood through 
genuine encounter and sharing with one another.  They learn to engage in respectful dialogue with those 
they may perceive to be different, learning to be their best selves while bringing out the best in those 
with whom they work.   
 
 
Programming includes:  Retreats and overnight learning opportunities, conferences, Hispanic Heritage 
Month Celebrations, Asian American Celebration, Black History Month Celebrations, Interfaith Events and 
cultural conversations. The Diversity & Inclusion program also supports the following student clubs and 
initiatives:  Harmony, Hands Across Campus, Black Student Union, and Spectrum. 
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Algebra I
or

Algebra I
Honors

Geometry
or

Geometry
Honors

Algebra II
or

Algebra II
Honors

Precalculus

Calculus Honors,
AP Statistics

Precalculus
Honors

Calculus Honors ,
AP Statistics, 

AP Calculus AB,
AP Calculus BC

AP Computer Science 
Principles*

 

 

Mathematics 
The mathematics department at Ursuline Academy is committed to a college preparatory curriculum that 
reflects the standards established by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, which align to the 
Common Core. All students learn to value mathematics and to apply mathematical techniques confidently, 
skillfully, and accurately. We challenge students to reason mathematically, to become effective critical thinkers, 
to communicate mathematically, and to become proficient users of technology. We encourage and support 
each student in studying mathematics appropriate to her ability, interests, and ambitions.  

Math Placement Tests: 

• Students currently taking Algebra I (8th grade) or have completed Algebra I (7th grade) will take our Algebra 
Exam on Saturday, March 6, 2021. This test will assess the students’ mastery of algebra concepts, which 
are critical to her success in subsequent math courses. If a student passes this test, she will be eligible for 
Geometry Honors. 

• Students currently taking Geometry (8th grade) will take a Geometry Exam as well as the Algebra Exam.  
The Geometry Exam is Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 3 p.m.  If a student passes both tests, she will be 
eligible for Algebra II Honors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The A.P. Computer Science Principles course pre-requisite is Algebra II  

 

Geometry Honors and Algebra II Honors may be taken concurrently during sophomore year. 

AP Statistics may be taken concurrently with Precalculus, Calculus Honors, and AP Calculus. 
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Science 

 
The goals of Ursuline’s Science Department are grounded in faculty enthusiasm, knowledge, and concern for students. A graduate of 
Ursuline Academy will be empowered to: 

• Develop an appreciation for and understanding of the interrelationships among science, technology, and our society 
• Pursue a career based in science 
• Make decisions that are evidence-based, reflecting an understanding of the scientific enterprise 

The state of Ohio requires three years of science including a course in Biology and Chemistry. Ursuline’s science department 
recommends four years, including courses in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics as well as an elective according to personal interest.  
 
Required Courses 

Biology is designed to enable the student to understand and appreciate the living world around her. Students will use 
strategies of inquiry learning to explore scientific practices.  
 
Chemistry is the study of matter, its properties, and transformations. Students will develop problem-solving skills through 
the integration of logical reasoning, analytical laboratory investigations and technology.  

 
Electives* (available upon completion of Biology & Chemistry) 

Physics seeks to explain rules governing the behavior of the universe, including the study of motion, forces, energy, 
momentum, sound, light, electricity, and magnetism.  
 
Human Anatomy and Physiology is an active study of the human body and how it functions.  
 
Biotechnology/Microbiology introduces students to techniques used in biotechnology through the study of microbiology 
 
Forensic Science is an application of the tools of scientific inquiry to criminal and civil law and incorporates many physical, 
biological, and social science, technology, and engineering fields.  
 
Advanced Placement courses in Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science, and Physics offer students the 
opportunity to explore and expand their interest in science through college level content and laboratory investigation.  Each 
course is uniquely challenging and inspiring.  
 
Introduction to Engineering introduces students to the most common fields of engineering and the skills needed to be a 
successful engineer through a variety of hands-on projects.  
 

 
*Course offerings may vary by year depending on student interest 
 
Other Opportunities 
MedEx 
Earth Action Team 
Animal Rights Initiative  
Student Lab Assistants 
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World Languages 
French   German   Latin   Spanish 

 

The State of Ohio recommends the competency-centered program on which Ursuline Academy’s language classes 
are based. World Languages offers students the opportunity to expand their horizons and travel to new 
destinations.  Students will journey beyond what is familiar to them both inside and, in some cases, outside the 
classroom to learn about a new culture. 

The five Cs – communication, comparisons, communities, culture, and connections – work together to aid students 
in achieving level-appropriate proficiency in the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing within a cultural 
framework of a second language. We take pride in our students’ success in achieving level-appropriate proficiency 
in these disciplines. Furthermore, our students begin the process of becoming world citizens with deep 
understanding of and respect for the culture, history, geography, and some of the contemporary challenges that 
other countries face. 

To promote sustained interest and to heighten awareness of other cultures the World Languages Department 
provides: 

 
• Career information 
• Cultural and Language immersion opportunities 
• Guest speakers 
• French Club 
• French Honor Society 
• Latin Club (Ohio Junior Classical League) 
• Latin Honor Society 
• Spanish Club 
• Spanish Honor Society 
• German Club 
• German Honor Society 

• Academic Exchanges (currently planned are exchanges with Lycée St. Joseph, Reims, France and St. Ursula 
Gymnasium, Aachen Germany, and a summer immersion program in Spain) 

 

Incoming students often have a concern about which language to study.  This decision can be based on personal 
background with another language or culture, or on whether one knows someone with such experience.  A student 
should also contemplate what language and culture she finds engaging or potentially useful in a career choice.  All 
the languages taught have practical value, as each offering develops the skills needed for success in another 
language and well as increased cultural awareness. 
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Religious Studies 
The Religious Studies curriculum is built on the Archdiocese of Cincinnati standards, providing students a solid foundation in 
Catholic beliefs, practices, and moral formation while living our Ursuline charism of personal faith development and spirituality.  
This combination aims to draw students to participate in the life and mission of the faith community and to foster a lifelong 
personal relationship with God.  The classes are designed to be welcoming to students of all faith traditions; every student will be 
respected and is welcome to share her beliefs.  
The Religious Studies Department works closely with Campus Ministries on retreats, school prayer, liturgies, and community service 
opportunities. 

 
 
Freshman Year:   

Christian Awareness – This course takes its central focus from Jesus’ command “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Beyond 
discovering herself as a unique creation of God, the 9th grade student will explore the demands on her faith in terms of relating to 
and caring for others.  
 
Sophomore Year:  

Hebrew and Christian Scriptures – The 10th grade student will study the Bible in order to come to a better understanding of God’s 
faithfulness even when we turn away, God’s saving action, and God’s love of each one of us, as it was experienced throughout the 
centuries and told in stories that later became the Bible. 
 
Junior Year:  

Christian Morality – This course focuses on character development.  Prime questions posed throughout the course are: What kind 
of person am I becoming? And what kind of person do I want to become?  This course offers a Christian answer, centering on Jesus 
as the model of full humanness and looking at the qualities of Jesus as they can be seen in the lives of people past and present in 
the students' lives.            
 
Required either Junior or Senior Year: 

Current Issues in the Catholic Church – This course will study what it means to be a modern Catholic, called by our vocation.  
Students will examine their call to faith in light of the many contemporary issues facing Christians today.  As students reflect on 
their call to holiness, they will investigate the Church and its place in the world both as a global body and an American community. 
 
Electives for Junior and Senior Year: 

Each student chooses two of these courses, as a way of taking ownership of her continued faith development and relationship with 
God: 
Death and Christian Hope 
Evil in the Human Heart 
Faithful Service Learning  
Prayer and Spirituality 
Theology of the Human Person 
World Religions 
 
(Other electives may be added) 
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English 
We are dedicated to fostering an understanding, appreciation, and expression of thought and meaning through the use of 
language.  Seven teachers comprise the department, bringing to their classrooms a rich experience and practice in the arts of 
writing, speaking, reading, relating to, and reflecting upon the word. 

Our Goals 
• To stress competence in writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills 
• To sharpen the students’ skills in organization, analysis, and synthesis 
• To provide experiences and activities that will help students become discriminating users of print and non-print media 
• To promote understanding and acceptance of a variety of modes and styles in writing 
• To promote understanding and acceptance of a diverse people and values as depicted in fiction and nonfiction 

Course of Study 
• All courses combine literature, vocabulary, and grammar with frequent opportunities for writing 
• Students take English, honors level English, or AP 
• Four years are required 

 

Electives (available based on interest) 
• Creative Writing 
• Drama 
• Public Speaking 
• Advanced Placement English: Language & Composition (junior level) 
• American Studies: English & History Interdepartmental Course (junior level) 
• Advanced Placement English: Literature and Composition (senior level) 

Writing at Ursuline 

Our program is based on the belief that all writing is creative and that through introducing, teaching and reinforcing writing types 
and specific skills in a sequential manner, teachers encourage mastery and proficiency in the art of writing. 

The Ursuline Academy Writing Center – Room 415A  

Staffed by carefully selected and trained juniors and seniors, the UA Writing Center is a service for students seeking dialogue and 
assistance regarding their writing. Through one-on-one sessions of reading, response, conversation, and writing -- peer tutors assist 
students to become their own best composers and editors. Within this format, the center’s core mission is to support writing at all 
grade levels and in all subjects and offered languages.  The Writing Center is open every day, Modules 3-16. 

Other Opportunities 
• The Lion’s Roar, the school newspaper 
• Yearbook 
• Theatre Arts Group (TAG) 
• Writing Center  
• Book Club 
• Writing in Community  
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Social Studies 
 

The Social Studies Department at Ursuline Academy focuses on student achievement in a variety of courses, 
designed to educate our students by tracing both the historical roots and contemporary milieu surrounding political, 
economic, legal, and psychological components of the world around them.  This objective is met through the 
offerings of relevant course work and special projects and programs. Three credits of Social Studies are required. 
 

Course of Study 
 
REQUIRED: 
 
Freshman:  Foundations in History and Geography (2 semesters) – ½ credit 
 
Sophomore:    World History (2 semesters) – 1 credit OR 

Advanced Placement World History (2 semesters) – 1 credit 
 
Junior:     U.S./History (2 semesters) – 1 credit OR 
                    Advanced Placement U.S. History OR 

American Studies (History & English components) 
Junior or Senior year – Economics (1 semester) – ½ credit  
 

Senior:      U.S. Government (1 semester) or 
                   Advanced Placement  

(1 semester AP Comparative Government and 1 semester AP U.S. Government) 
 

 
ELECTIVES: Advanced Placement Economics (2 semesters) – 1 credit  
        Advanced Placement Psychology (2 semesters) – 1 credit 
   Advanced Placement Human Geography (2 semesters) – 1 credit 
   History of Cincinnati (1 semester) – ½ credit 

Introduction to Sociology (1 semester) – ½ credit 
Women’s Studies (1 semester) – ½ credit 

    
 

SPECIAL FEATURES: 
 

• Seven advanced placement courses are offered by the Social Studies Department, with college credit 
available upon successful completion of the College Board exam in May. 
 

• Special programs/projects – Mock Trial competition, Youth in City Government seminars, Junior State of 
America, Model United Nations programs, field trips. 
 

8 



 

Counseling  
Ursuline is proud to be one of the only high schools in our area to offer such a comprehensive Counseling program. 
Ursuline Counselors meet with students not only on an individual basis throughout the school year, but also each 
week in a classroom setting in their Counseling class: 

 
Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year: 

College Planning 
Senior Year 

• High School transition topics 
• Self-discovery 
• Goal Setting 
• Introduction of school 

resources/supports 
• Standardized test-

preparation 
• Resume-building 
• Study, Organization & Test-

taking strategies 
• Developing the 4-year plan 
• Introduction to SCOIR 
• Developing Self-Care plans 
 

• Personality assessments 
• Career Exploration 
• Interest Inventory 
• YouScience assessments 
• Standardized test 

interpretation  
• Social/Emotional Learning 
• Budgeting 101 
• SCOIR Activities 
• Course Selection Process 
 

• College Selection Criteria 
• Testing (ACT, SAT, PSAT) 
• Scholarships and Financial 

Aid 
• College Majors 
• College Visits 
• College searches using 

SCOIR 
• Introducing Common App 
• Exploring parts of the 

college application (essays, 
extracurriculars, letters of 
recommendation, etc) 
 

• Application Workshops 
• Individual time to work 

on college applications 
and implement skills 
from College Planning 
class 

• One-on-one meetings 
with counselor to 
finalize applications 

SUPPORT SERVICES:  

• Collaboration with students, family, and faculty 
• Personal, academic, and social emotional counseling with School Counselors 
• Individual and small group counseling with School Psychologist 
• Individual and small group interventions including study strategies, test taking skills, and organizational 

strategies with the Academic Services Coordinator 
• Counseling Classes: Freshman Counseling, Sophomore Counseling, Junior College Planning 
• SCOIR 
• College Application Process Assistance 
• Parent Information Nights: College, Course Selection, Financial Aid, NCAA 
• Student Assistance Council (SAC): Assist students in need of support 

FAST FACTS:  

• 100% of our students have individual meetings with their School Counselor at least 2x’s per year and 
100% of our students get into at least one of their top 3 colleges 

• Student-Counselor Ratio is 80:1, while the recommended National Average is 250:1 
• 7 School Counselors, 1 School Psychologist, 1 Academic Learning Consultant, 1 School-Based Mental 

Health Therapist 
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Physical Education & Health 

Physical Education I    Physical Education II  
Bowling      Archery 
Disc Golf (intro)     Badminton 
Field Hockey     Flag Football  
Lacrosse      Fitness 
Pickleball/Ping Pong      Golf  
Softball (slow-pitch)    Tennis 
Tennis 

*tennis - NET GENERATION PHYSICAL EDUCATION TENNIS CURRICULA will be used at both levels. 

Additional activities from the following programs are also implemented into the PE curriculum to enhance the 
student’s personal Physical Education experience: 
 

1. Adventure Curriculum for Physical Education:  Social and emotional skill development and motor skill 
development through unique, adventure-based physical activities.  Core themes of leadership, creativity 
and risk taking. 

 
2. Lifetime Games and Activities:  Effort to keep traditional American backyard games alive and relevant.  

Participating in these activities will enhance the important aspects of staying fit throughout life. 

 
3. Additional Activities:  traverse rock-climbing wall; spinning bicycles; disc golf; spike ball; cornhole; gaga pit 

Cardio, Core and More   *elective     

Fitness class incorporating cardio dance, Pilates, strength training, Zumba, and yoga 

Total body workout with music 

Emphasis on proper and safe training techniques 

 
Lifetime Games and Activities *elective 
 
This course includes a variety of lifetime sports and activities 
 
Backyard games as well as lifetime recreation pursuits  
 
Participating in these activities will enhance the important aspects of staying fit throughout life 

Health  

Topics covered include:  

• Wellness; Nutrition; Alcohol and other drugs; STD’s; Date Violence; teen depression and suicide; teen safe 
driving program; concussions 

• CPR and AED (American Red Cross Certified) 
• First Aid (American Red Cross Certified) 

PE courses are one semester each and meet three times per cycle and health is one semester and meets six times per cycle. 
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Fine Arts 
 

Why Teach Art?  Art is the embodiment of human imagination, the record of                                                                                                       
human achievement, and the process which distinguishes us as human beings.                                                                                                

“We form human communities and cultures by making art – through stories and                                                                                          
songs, drama and dance, painting and sculpture, architecture and design.” 

 
In the art curriculum each student will develop her technical skills, expand her visual vocabulary and express herself creatively.              

She will learn to give visual form to her ideas and feelings by using a variety of materials. Each student can choose those art           
courses that best suit her needs and goals. Art works and portfolios are regularly displayed at Ursuline and in the greater community.

 

Course Offerings 

Fundamentals of Art - This is the pre-requisite for all other fine art 
classes.  This foundational course provides students with a 
sampling of many art materials and visual concepts as an 
introduction to the discipline.  Topics and skills covered include: 
contour drawing, tonal shading, painting with acrylics, 
printmaking, and sculpting with clay and more! 

 

Drawing & Painting - In this course students will take a more in-
depth look at what makes a strong composition while working 
with various drawing and painting techniques and materials.  
Students have more freedom in choosing images and 
experimenting with how to use the materials.  This course is a 
prerequisite for Advanced Studio and AP Art.   

 

Hand Building in Clay - This course will explore the medium of clay 
through a variety of hand building techniques and produce 
pinched, coiled and slab-built forms.  Students will experiment 
with surface treatments also, to add complexity to their designs.   

 

Advanced Hand Building in Clay – Continue to explore the medium 
of clay through this course.  Students will learn more advanced 
finishing techniques, build abstract forms, and take on more 
responsibility as they further learn about how a ceramics studio 
runs.  Students will have greater independence as they add their 
personal vision to final projects. 

 

Photography- Students learn to express artistic ideas using a 
digital camera.  Students will explore the history of photography 
with a special emphasis on photojournalism and portraiture.  
Students will also complete a photo essay expressing ideas about 
their community and their place in it. 

 

Graphic Design - In this course visual arts concepts are explored 
through computer-based graphics. Students will use Adobe 
software as an artistic tool as they delve into photo editing, 
corporate identity, illustration, animation, layout, and more! 

 

Enameling - Enameling consists of fusing glass to copper by firing 
in a kiln.  Students will learn to apply and control these elements 
in the creation of sgraffito, stencil, cloisonné, and tooled pieces.  
This is a very hands-on class, as the student can work with 
materials they may never have experiences before.   

 

Design - This course teaches students to apply their knowledge 
and practice of “good design” to various real-world problems for a 
fictional client. Working according to the principles of design and 
elements of art, students will use a variety of materials and touch 
on concepts and skills that are applicable to interior design, 
graphic design, fashion design, and beyond.  

 

Advanced Studio - This course furthers a serious painting and 
drawing student through media exploration, thematic prompts, 
and an informed perspective gained through the study of 
historical and contemporary art. Students are encouraged to 
integrate previously learned techniques and form a personalized 
mode of expression. Students may also compile/begin a portfolio 
of their work for entrance into college art departments. Quality 
and individuality are stressed. Students who plan to take AP Senior 
year are encouraged to take Advanced Studio Junior year. 

 

Advanced Placement Drawing or 2D-Design - The AP Drawing and 
AP 2D-Design courses are college level courses in the visual arts.  
Students will be expected to produce a minimum of twenty-four 
works of art in a variety of media, techniques, and subject matter 
in compliance with the Advanced Placement Programs in art.
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Music 
 

Music at Ursuline Academy offers students the opportunity to both study and perform music within 
several disciplines. Through a variety of choral and instrumental ensembles, students with any level of 
experience can participate in the department through singing, playing an instrument, or dancing! 
Students are able to meet with teachers individually to study their repertoire for either solo or ensemble 
work to better understand their musical selections.  Students compete locally and nationally in both solo 
and ensemble categories. In addition to music classes, the Ursuline Academy Performing Arts Department 
produces three stage performances each year: a fall musical, an entirely student-produced winter 
production, and a spring play. 

 

Course Offerings 

A Cappella Choir 
The A Cappella Choir is an exceptionally select ensemble that specializes in accompanied and unaccompanied vocal 
repertoire spanning all periods in music history and languages. This group is an auditioned ensemble open to 
students in grades 10-12. Members must demonstrate music-reading skills at an accelerated level, as well as the 
ability to carry their own part individually. This class meets four times a cycle for 3 mods each. 
 
 

Beginning Guitar 
Beginning Guitar is designed to introduce students to basic music theory and the guitar. The focus for the class is on 
reading music, understanding scales, basic chords, rhythms, and tablature. Beginning guitar techniques will include 
guitar maintenance and tuning, strumming and picking styles, finger picking basic melodies, and song 
accompanying. The class will study pieces from all musical periods as well as the history of the guitar. The class is 
offered during the school day, thrice a cycle for 2 mods each. 
 
 

Beginning Piano 
Beginning Piano is designed to introduce students to basic music theory and the piano. The focus for the class is on 
reading music, understanding scales, basic chords and rhythms. Beginning piano techniques will include finger 
placement and hand formation, one-hand melodies, two-hand melody with accompaniment, chord reading, and 
correct pedal use. The class will study pieces from all musical periods as well as the history of the piano. The class is 
offered during the school day, thrice a cycle for 2 mods each. 
 
 

Instrumental Music 
Instrumental Music is a concert band designed for woodwind, brass, and percussion musicians who would like an 
opportunity in school to hone their craft on an instrument. This course focuses on improving individual skill on the 
instrument as well as ensemble playing and listening. Students must have at least two years’ experience on their 
instrument and auditions will be held to determine chair placement. This class meets twice a cycle for 3 mods each 
or as an Early Bird three times a cycle. 
 
 

Intermediate Piano 
Intermediate Piano is designed to advance a student’s knowledge on music theory and the piano. Focus will be on 
reading music, learning scales, basic chords and rhythms, and elementary transposition at sight. Piano techniques 
will include finger placement and hand formation, one-hand melody, two-hand melody with accompaniment, chord 
reading, and correct pedal use. The class will study music from Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Neoclassical 



musical time periods as well as some operas and musical theatre. A brief history of the piano will also be discussed 
throughout the year. 

 

Music History 
This course will offer students a deeper understanding of the background and historical significance of music. It is 
designed to take students on a brief historical journey through a musical perspective. Focus for the course will be on 
music composition and the noteworthy composers of the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, and Classical eras. We 
will also cover the Romantic and 20th century periods. 
 
 

Music Mod 
An opportunity for students to receive one-on-one individualized instruction on the voice or instrument of their 
choice, preparing them for possible college or scholarship auditions. Lessons will consist of basic and advanced 
techniques as well as an introduction to a wide range of repertoire. Students will participate in OMEA’s Solo and 
Ensemble event in late winter. Students would also be encouraged to participate in other performance 
opportunities throughout the school year. 
 
 

Music Theory 
This course is focused on preparing students for college music theory. Over the course of the year, students are 
instructed on the fundamentals of Western Music theory with the potential to construct music utilizing the latest 
music notation software. Students gain a greater understanding of the “how and why” of music rules.  
 
 

Show Choir 
This select ensemble combines the love of singing with the joy of dance. The class, which is held every Tuesday and 
Thursday after school from 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m., offers students the opportunity to study a variety of pieces, from 
classic show tunes to popular music. They then unite their vocals with complex and entertaining choreography. 
 
 

Sinfonia 
Sinfonia is a string ensemble for musicians who would like an opportunity in school to hone their craft on an 
instrument. This course focuses on improving individual skill on the instrument as well as ensemble playing and 
listening. Students must have at least two years’ experience on their instrument and auditions will be held to 
determine chair placement. This class meets twice a cycle for 3 mods each or as an Early Bird three times a cycle. 
 
 

Women’s Choir 
This choral ensemble performs music spanning all choral periods and genres. Throughout the course of this class, 
students work to develop their sight-singing skills, pitch recognition, ear training, interpretive and expressive 
practices, and vocal ensemble techniques. The class is open to any student who enjoys singing in grades 9-12. The 
class is offered during the school day, twice a cycle for 3 mods each, or as a class after school every Monday and 
Wednesday from 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m., so students may choose to take whichever best fits into their schedule. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

About the Ursuline Library 
Through its staff, collection, space, and services, Ursuline Academy’s library supports Ursuline’s Mission 
Statement “to prepare the young woman for college and beyond by nurturing her soul, intellect, heart, and 
imagination.” In keeping, the library works to provide resources that support the curricular, personal, and 
professional needs and interests of the Ursuline community.  

 

The Ursuline library provides: 
• Two learning spaces that support individual and collaborative work. 
• Readers’ advisory services, displays, and programming. 
• Books in various formats (including print, eBooks, audiobooks, and electronic audiobooks), which are 

searchable through Ursuline’s online catalog.  
• Access to electronic databases through Ursuline’s subscriptions and those provided by INFOhio.  
• Support for accessing library materials from neighboring institutions including the Public Library of 

Cincinnati and Hamilton Co., academic libraries, and participating member libraries of the Southwest 
Ohio and Neighboring Libraries (SWON) consortium.  

• Information and digital literacy instruction.  
• Curricular support. 
• Research instruction and support.  
• Large group, small group, and individual Modern Language Association (MLA) citation assistance. 
• Electronic equipment including circulating laptops and color multifunction printing devices. 

 

Information Literacy Course 

All freshman students take a semester long course entitled Information Literacy, which takes place in the 
library classroom and is taught by our school’s librarian. Not only does the course incorporate foundational 
research and technology skills students can apply to their schoolwork in all disciplines at Ursuline and beyond, 
but students also work with content related to digital citizenship.  By providing students with instruction and 
practice regarding these concepts and skills, students will be better prepared to participate in a digital and 
global society while living out the school’s motto to “learn not just for school, but for life.” 
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