
 

URSULINE ACADEMY SPANISH PLACEMENT EXAM 

8th graders with prior Spanish experience who are interested in beginning at a level at Ursuline 

higher than Spanish I are eligible to take this exam, written and administered by UA Spanish 

teachers. Students will be assessed on a multitude of skills: reading, writing, speaking and 

listening. 

The following information is a comprehensive review of the curriculum found in Spanish 1 

which could be reflected on the placement exam.   

Questions: Contact Dr. Aurelio Ausere, at aausere@ursulineacademy.org 

 

 Likes & Dislikes / Personal Descriptions 

- Vocabulary: activities and expressions for saying what you like and don't like to do, 

adjectives to describe different personalities; the use of the verb “estar” with adjectives 

that express feelings & emotions (contento, triste, etc) and with prepositions of location 

(a la derecha, delante, etc) 

- Grammar: Use of infinitives; negative statements; adjectives (gender & number); 

definite and indefinite articles; the verb “gustar,” singular and plural nouns; agree and 

disagree using también and tampoco; personal pronouns; the present tense of regular 

verbs ending in: -ar, -er and -ir; differentiate between “ser & estar;” and plurals of nouns 

and articles 

 

 Food & Health 

- Vocabulary: food; beverages; eating utensils; ordering food in a restaurant; adverbs of 

frequency; expressions to show surprise; expressions to discuss health and indicate 

preference, agreement, disagreement, and quantity; adjectives to describe food; and 

numbers from 0-199 

- Grammar: conjugating all present tense (including stem changing verbs, verbs like 

gustar and irregular verbs); different ways of using “tener” to express possession, 

obligation and also idiomatic expressions with “tener” 

 

 Leisure Time & Sports 

- Vocabulary: sports, leisure activities; places; expressions to tell where and with whom 

you go; expressions to talk about when things are done; feelings; expressions for 

extending, accepting, and declining invitations 

- Grammar: Interrogative pronouns; future tense (ir + a + infinitive); “tú” and “vosotros” 

commands, use of indirect and direct object pronouns in sentences with one or two verbs 

 

 Family / Events / Celebrations 
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- Vocabulary: family members; animals; vocabulary related to a birthday party and other 

celebrations; describing physical appearance and personality features  

- Grammar: Comparatives; superlatives; possessive adjectives; diminutives (-ito/a) 

 

 

 The House 

- Vocabulary: furniture; electronic devices; colors; adjectives to describe houses; rooms in 

a house and household chores; Latin American countries and capitals 

- Grammar: Affirmative and negative words; present progressive tense; and ordinal 

numbers 

 

 Shopping / Clothes / Accessories  

- Vocabulary: Weather; clothing; shopping; places to shop; gifts; accessories; bargaining; 

and currencies from different Hispanic countries 

- Grammar: numbers 200 to 1,000; demonstrative adjectives; preterit tense of regular 

verbs ending in -ar, including -car, -gar and -zar 

 

 Going on Vacation / Helping your Community 

- Vocabulary: traveling; summer activities; means of transportation; recycling and 

volunteer work; the community 

- Grammar: stem-changing verbs in preterit tense; preterit of regular verbs ending in -er 

and -ir; preterit of the verbs “ser” and “ir;” the personal use of the preposition “a” 

 

 School & Subjects 

- Vocabulary: Different subjects; different locations in a school; school supplies and other 

items found in a school 

- Grammar: “acabar de” + infinitive; conjugating “gustar” and similar verbs in preterit 

tense; conjugating all irregular verbs in preterit tense 

 


